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14J7.  Tamil poet and lyricist Vairamuthu 
conferred Jnanpith Award 

                                               
                    

 Tamil poet and lyricist R. Vairamuthu was on 
Monday conferred the 60th Jnanpith Award for the 
year 2025. 

                      .                           2025 

       60                                       
 He is the third Tamil literary figure to receive 

the award, after a gap of 24 years. 

   24                       ह                            
               ह   

 Earlier recipients include the late writers Akilan 
and Jayakanthan. 

      ह    ह                   ह            औ  
                             ह   

 Mr. Vairamuthu won the Sahitya Akademi 
Award in 2003 for Kallikattu Ithikasam. 

               2003                                  
                               ह       

 As part of the honour, Mr. Vairamuthu received 
a cash prize of ₹11 lakh, a bronze statue of Vagdevi 
(Goddess Saraswati), and a citation. 

                                  ₹11            

            ,         (           )               ,     
        -                    

 

Jnanpith Award 

• It is presented annually by Bharatiya Jnanpith, a private literary and cultural organisation, 

to an Indian writer for an outstanding contribution to Indian literature through creative 

writing. 

• The award is not a Government of India award. However, its national stature is reflected in 

the fact that it has frequently been presented by the President of India or other eminent 

national personalities. 

• The award covers creative writing in the 22 languages included in the Eighth Schedule of 

the Constitution of India, along with English.  

• The award was instituted in 1961 by Bharatiya Jnanpith. 

• The first award was presented in 1965. 
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Bharatiya Jnanpith 

• Bharatiya Jnanpith is a literary, cultural and publishing organisation based in New Delhi. 

• It was established in 1944 by industrialist and philanthropist Sahu Shanti Prasad Jain and 

his wife Rama Jain. 

• Apart from the Jnanpith Award, the organisation is associated with honours such as the 

Moortidevi Award, the Navlekhan Award and the Jnanagarima Award.  

First Jnanpith Award 

• The first Jnanpith Award was presented in 1965 to 

Malayalam poet G. Sankara Kurup. 

• He received the award for his Malayalam poetry collection 

Odakkuzhal, meaning “The Bamboo Flute.” 

14J7. True to form 

                      

 Though semi-finalists France, Spain, Argentina and 
England are all former winners, currently ranked at the top and 
from the pedigreed and established stables, there has been ample 
space for others to carve their own identities. 

                    ह         ,     ,         औ                     
            ह ,                          ह                              
       ह ,                              ह                    

           
 Cape Verde — a tiny archipelago off Africa‟s west coast 

— qualifying for the knock-outs and fighting defending champion 
Argentina toe-to-toe, spirited performances from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Senegal, Egypt‟s near-defeat of 
Argentina in the round of 16, and Norway overcoming five-time 
titlist Brazil and stretching England for nearly 120 minutes are all 

vivid examples of the wide geographical spread of sporting 
excellence. 

        —                                                ह — 

      - उ    ण     ह      औ                                
    ,                                          ह  ण       ,   उ   

   16                                                         
                            ह                    120         

                           ,                               

                  ह ण ह   
 In fact, nine of the 10 African nations in the competition 

reached the knock-outs, and Asia too would have had more than 
just Japan and Australia if luck had favoured Iran, which crashed 

out despite three draws from three matches. 

        ,                            10                        -
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 उ    ण     ह    , औ                           ,                                             
     ह  ह       ,                        औ           ह   ह  ,      औ                      
     

 There were problems galore at the beginning, such as forcing Iran to camp in Mexico and 
travel long hours to Seattle and Los Angeles, and arbitrarily denying visas to officials and 

fans. 

                              ,                                 ह                         
      औ                                   ,     ह            औ                          
                         

 Among the controversies was the way the Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system was 
applied in Argentina‟s narrow 3-2 win over Egypt. 

                                          3-2        ण                                  (VAR) 

 ण                 
 The African nation saw a goal overturned for a foul committed in the lead up but did not see 

the same yardstick applied for one of Argentina‟s. 

                                       ण                  ,                          

          ह               ह             
 Another issue that left supporters seething was the intervention of U.S. President Donald 

Trump in the deferral of forward Folarin Balogun‟s one-match suspension in time to play 
Belgium in the round of 16. 

            ,                                  ,  ह                                      
                                                      ह        ,            उ      16    
                          

 There is no evidence to prove that Mr. Trump‟s phone call to FIFA head Gianni Infantino 

influenced the decision, but in a scenario where the custodian of the game has condoned 
every wrong from the chief organising country, suspicion is natural. 

 ह                         ण        ह   ह                                             
               ण                    ,                   ,  ह                             

                                         ,     ह          ह   
 Starting from Tuesday night, Kylian Mbappe‟s irresistible France, Lamine Yamal‟s 

organised Spain, Jude Bellingham‟s effervescent England and Lionel Messi‟s evergreen 
Argentina will be back mesmerising the world. 

                                               ,       

                       ,                                   
                    ह                                      

                 
 

14J7.  Sam Neill, versatile actor known for 

„Jurassic Park‟, dies aged 78 

„            ‟                                  

       78                    
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 The New Zealander underwent treatment for lymphoma and 
was declared cancer free earlier this year. 

                                           ह      औ            
           ह      -                        

 

14J7. 
Team India 

completes 
a win for 
the ages at 

Lord‟s 

            
            
         

           

 In the first ever women‟s Test at cricket‟s most revered venue. 

                                                            
 India won by 270 runs. 

         270                   
 Chasing an unlikely 457 to win, England had resumed the final day at 130 for six. 

 457                             ह                                6          130           
 

GS Paper 1: History 14 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
14J7 Three pilgrims killed as truck runs into warkaris in Pune 

                                            
14J7 Faith meets endurance at Kailash Manasarovar Yatra 

                            औ                  

14J7 How genetic history reveals why some languages are so unique 

                                                                  
 

14J7.  Three pilgrims killed as truck runs into warkaris in Pune 

                                            

 Three warkaris (devotees of Lord Vitthal) were killed and four injured after a truck, also 
carrying pilgrims, hit them in Pune district of Maharashtra on Monday. 

                                                       ह                                      

                                       ह                      ह      
  
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Warkaris (Devotees of Lord Vitthal) 

Warkaris are followers of the Warkari Sampradaya, a popular Bhakti (devotional) 

movement that originated in Maharashtra. They are devoted to Lord Vitthal (Vithoba or 

Panduranga), who is regarded as a form of Lord Vishnu/Krishna. The movement 

emphasizes devotion (bhakti), equality, humility, compassion, and service to humanity 

rather than elaborate rituals. 

Who is Lord Vitthal? 

Vitthal is worshipped mainly in Maharashtra and parts of Karnataka. 

He is usually depicted: 

 Standing on a brick (Vit).  

 With hands placed on his waist.  

 Accompanied by his consort Rukmini.  

According to tradition, Lord Vitthal stood on a brick while waiting for his devotee Pundalik, 

symbolizing that serving one's parents is itself a form of devotion to God. 

The Vari Pilgrimage 

The most important practice of the Warkaris is the Vari, an annual pilgrimage to Vitthal 

Rukmini Temple. 

The two major pilgrimages occur during: 

 Ashadhi Ekadashi (June–July)  

 Kartiki Ekadashi (October–November) 
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14J7.  Faith meets endurance at Kailash Manasarovar Yatra 

                            औ                  
 Mount Kailash, located in Ngari Prefecture of the Tibet Autonomous Region in China, 

rises to over 21,778 feet above sea level. 

                                                                     21,778             

              ह   
 Its parikrama, or circumambulation, is considered sacred by followers of several faiths, 

including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Bon. 

            (            )             ,         ,                       ह              
                   ह   

 It begins in Darchen, situated at a height of 15,338 feet. 

 ह      15,338                                      ह    ह   
 The entire circuit takes around two to three days for completion, with the highest point 

being the Dolma La Pass, at 18,471 feet. 

                                                    ह ,                                     ह ,    
18,471                      ह   

 Pilgrims are required to undergo fitness tests and a period of gradual acclimatisation 
before undertaking the trek. 

                                      ह                                      -        

(              )                            ह    ह   

 While the Indian government selects pilgrims for the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through a 
lottery system, the numbers are heavily tilted towards the list submitted by private tour 
operators. 

 ह                                                                                      
ह ,  ह                               ह                                           ह    ह   

 

GS Paper 1: Society 01 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
14J7 Is the undocumented migrant counted? 

                                     ? 
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14J7. Is the undocumented migrant counted? 

                                     ? 

 Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs Kiren Rijiju told Parliament that “As per available 
inputs, there are around 20 million illegal Bangladeshi migrants staying in India”. 

                                          ह     “                       ,              2      

                       ह  ह  ह  ” 
 They can respond in three ways: avoid or duck the Census altogether, contributing to 

coverage error; be counted but report India rather than Bangladesh as the place of birth, 
creating measurement error; or report the place of birth truthfully. 

                               ह :                  ह     ,                  (Coverage 

Error)       ह   ;    ण            ह   ,                                                   

     ,                 (Measurement Error) ह   ;                        ह                
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Ducking 

               

 Ducking is hiding from the enumerator altogether. 

                      ह                 ह           
 The 2011 PES finds a net omission of 23 persons per 1,000 nationally, or 2.3%, unchanged 

from 2001 (up from 1.8% in 1991). 

2011    PES          ,                   1,000            23      ,        2.3%,    ण      
         ,    2001                1991    1.8%             

Misreporting 

                  

 The second option—being enumerated but recording one‟s birthplace as India rather than 
abroad—is the one that costs the least and can be neither verified nor refuted at the point of 
enumeration. 

             ह ह                     ह    ह                                                
      ह                         ह  औ                                           ह  औ  
  ह             

 But it has an implication: a person who misreports is still a person the Census has counted. 

                 ह      ह :                             ,  ह                            ह   
 This is what would be termed measurement error. 

               ह       ह   
 They remain in the total population, in the count by religion, and in the age and sex tables, 

but the birthplace entry is false. 

              ,                       ण                               ण           ह   ह ,       
               ण      ह    ह   

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 14 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

14J7 Musandam in Oman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 14 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

14J7 SC stays Madras HC order banning cow slaughter 
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उ                                           उ                               

14J7 65% online RTI applications from last 2 years pending: Sai 

                65%                          :     

 
 

 

 
 

14J7. SC stays Madras HC order banning cow slaughter 

उ                                           उ                               

 The Supreme Court on Monday stayed a May 27 order of the Madras High Court that 
directed the Tamil Nadu government to enforce a State-wide prohibition on the slaughter of 
cows and calves. 

उ                          27            उ                                   ,       
                                    औ                                                       

 A Bench comprising Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta was hearing a Special 
Leave Petition (SLP) filed by the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)-led government 

challenging the High Court‟s order on the ground that the direction was contrary to the 
provisions of the Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act, 1958, which permits the slaughter of 
cows over 10 years of age if a competent authority declares them unfit for work and 

breeding. 

                   औ                                                (TVK)                
                                     (SLP)               ह                ह                 

                                           , 1958                      ह ,              
                 10                                                                     , 
                                ह   

 The State also pointed out that laws such as the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 
1960; the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Slaughter House) Rules, 2001; the Tamil 
Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act, 1998; and the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Rules, 
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2023, do not impose a blanket prohibition on slaughter, but instead regulate the manner and 

conditions under which it may be carried out. 

               ह                                                  , 1960,              

             (      )     , 2001,                                   , 1998,     
                               , 2023                    ण          ह        ,       ह 

              ह                    औ                              ह   

„Need for correction‟ 

„                ‟ 

 Observing that the impugned order required prima facie “correction”, the Bench issued 
notice on the appeal filed by Tamil Nadu and stayed the operation of the High Court‟s order 
insofar as it directed the State to impose a complete ban on cow slaughter. 

 ह     ण       ह                                      (          ) "     "            ह , 
                                                       उ                                
                      ,                 -                                                
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14J7. 65% online RTI applications from last 2 years pending: Sai 

                65%                          :     

 Around 65% of the over 1.5 lakh applications received through the RTI online portal under 
the Right to Information Act, 2005, in Chhattisgarh in the last two years remain 
“pending”, the State government told the Legislative Assembly on Monday. 

                                                       , 2005                         

                       1.5                               65%       "     " ह ,  ह         
                                        

 This is because the Right to Information law was supposed to provide a time-bound 
access to information. 

          ह                        (RTI)                                    उ           
    

 Information delayed is information denied. 

                   ,                                     
 A large percentage of RTI applications filed in the country are filed by the poorest and the 

most marginalised,” said Anjali Bharadwaj, co-convenor of the National Campaign for 
People‟s Right to Information and founder-member of the Satark Nagrik Sangathan, 
which brings out report cards on the functioning of Information Commissions across the 

country. 

                                                   ह              औ                      
                     ह ,”                               (National Campaign for People‟s 

Right to Information)      -                                                   

            ह    ह                                   -                                   
     ह   

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance 14 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

14J7  All Ladakh districts to get autonomous hill councils 

                                                      
14J7 User data exposed due to flaws in UMANG portal: researchers 

                                  उ                   उ    :                   
14J7 Universities call for clear framework for disbursal of grants under VBSA Bill 

                                                                                      

14J7 SC asks Centre to place on record new aviation rules 

उ                                                                  
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14J7. All Ladakh districts to 
get autonomous hill councils 

                           

                           

 The Ladakh administration 
on Monday announced 17 new 
tehsils “to strengthen grassroots 
governance” in the Union Territory 
and said the Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council (LAHDC) 
Act will be extended to all seven 
districts of the region. 

                                   

                                  

                  17              
   ण          ह                 

                   (LAHDC) 

                                   

                    
 “The administration is working 

on an institutional framework suited 
to Ladakh‟s unique requirements and 

is also taking steps to extend the 
benefits of the Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Council (LAHDC) 
Act to all seven newly created districts 
through appropriate legal 
provisions,” said Ladakh Chief 

Secretary Ashish Kundra. 

                                  ह , "                                            

उ                                                      उ                                 
                                                      (LAHDC)                    
                                उ          " 

 Earlier, Ladakh had only two districts of Leh and Kargil. 

                             ,     औ        ,     
 However, five new districts of Sham, Nubra, Changthang, Zanskar and Drass were 

notified in April. 

ह      ,            ,     ,         ,        औ                                                
 With 17 additional tehsils, Ladakh has a total of 32 tehsils now. 

17                                       32        ह     ह   
  “Four new divisions under the Public Health Engineering (PHE) and Flood Control 

Department, along with five new divisions under the Public Works Department (PWD) 
and PMGSY (Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana), have been created to strengthen 
service delivery in remote areas,” he added. 

  ह         ह , "                                                                         
(PHE)                                                                 (PWD)              
              (PMGSY)                                         " 
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 In July, the draft shared by a team from the Union Home Ministry in Leh suggested that the 
Centre was considering a customised sui generis model, most suitable for Ladakh, under 
the provisions of Article 371 for the Union Territory. 

                                                                                             

                                   371                                             (       

        )                   ह  ह   

 

 

14J7. User data exposed due to flaws in UMANG portal: researchers 

                                  उ                   उ    :                   

 Multiple vulnerabilities in the UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for New-age 
Governance) portal that aggregates hundreds of public services offered by the Union and 
State governments are leaving data of potentially millions of Indians exposed across a 
variety of databases, including those from the Employees‟ Provident Fund Organisation 
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(EPFO), according to two security researchers who shared their findings with The Hindu. 

          (                                -        )      ,        औ                    
                                                       ह ,                                  
   ण                                                   ,                                

(EPFO)                     ह ,          ह   ह  ह    ह                                             
                

 The data exposed included Unique Account Numbers (UAN) with the EPFO, LPG cylinder 
booking details with at least one major oil marketing company, and Aadhaar numbers 
across several services where a user‟s ID details are saved. 

      ह                              उ        (UAN),   -  -                              
                          ,                          ह             ,  ह                  
                                     ह ,            

 Mr. Akshay and Mr. Vaghela reported both vulnerabilities to the IT Ministry and the 
Computer Emergency Response Team, India (CERT-In), which issues alerts and helps 

organisations across the country with fixes for vulnerabilities like these. 

       औ                                                                                 

   -       (CERT-In)      ,                                                               ह  औ  
                                   ह               ह   
 

UMANG: Unified Mobile Application for 

New-age Governance 

• UMANG stands for Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance. 

• It is a unified digital platform that allows citizens to access a large number of public 

services through a single mobile application and web portal. 

• The services available on UMANG are provided by the Union Government, State 

Governments, Union Territory administrations, and certain local authorities. 

• UMANG is an important component of the Government of India’s Digital India 

Programme. 

• It promotes mobile governance, commonly called m-Governance, by making public 

services accessible through mobile phones and other digital devices. 

• The Government of India launched the Digital India Programme on 1 July 2015. 

• One of the major objectives of Digital India is to make government services available to 

citizens electronically. 

• Before UMANG, citizens often had to use separate applications and websites for different 

government departments. 

• UMANG was developed to bring these scattered services together on one common 

platform. 
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• It was formally launched on 23 November 2017 during the Global Conference on 

Cyberspace held in New Delhi. 

Implementing Authorities 

• UMANG functions under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

• It has been developed and managed through the National e-Governance Division. 

• The National e-Governance Division is associated with the implementation of major digital 

governance initiatives in India. 

 

14J7. Universities call for 
clear framework for disbursal 

of grants under VBSA Bill 

                         

                               
                              

 Appearing before the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) 
examining the Viksit Bharat Shiksha 
Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, 
institutes and universities across the 

country have sought a clear 
framework from the Centre to 
continue the grant disbursal 

commitments currently under the 
University Grants Commission 
(UGC). 

                         (VBSA) 

      , 2025              ह         

             (JPC)               

ह                            औ  
                                    

                           (UGC) 

                               

                    ह                  
            

 The VBSA Bill was 

introduced by the government to 
overhaul the higher education 
regulatory framework and intends to 
replace the UGC, the All India 
Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE), and the National Council 
for Teacher Education (NCTE) with 
a single umbrella Commission, 
under which separate regulatory, 
accreditation, and standards 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
7 

councils will operate. 

                           उ                                                                
ह                                       (UGC),                               

(AICTE)                              (NCTE)                                          
ह ,                         ,        (         )                                     

 

14J7. SC asks Centre to place on record new aviation rules 

उ                                                              
    

 The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Union government to place 
on record the new aviation rules framed under the Bharatiya Vayuyan 
Adhiniyam, 2024, to regulate volatile airfares and predatory pricing in civil 
aviation. 

उ                                                      ह                

       , 2024                                                                
                                     उ                                  
                      (Predatory Pricing)                  ह   
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14J7. Red Sea: a hinge between West Asia and Horn of Africa 

        :             औ                                           

 When commercial ships started bypassing the Red Sea due to attacks from Yemen‟s 
Houthis, the immediate consequences could be felt thousands of kilometres away in the form 
of higher freight charges, slower supply chains and ships taking the longer route around 
Africa. 

                                             ह          ण             ह                   , 
                      ह                      ह                    -                  , 

                                   ह                                                   
 At first sight, it seemed like yet another disruption in one of the world‟s busiest waterways, 

brought on by the conflict in West Asia. 

             ह                            ण                                                

   औ                   ह    
 However, the Red Sea crisis was not merely about shipping. 

                                                ह       
 The attacks highlighted a larger geopolitical reality: conflicts in West Asia and the Horn of 

Africa are no longer isolated events but are increasingly converging into one another. 

   ह                  -                                                औ           
                        -            ह    ह ,                   -                   ह  ह   

 While the Gaza war has bled into the Red Sea through Houthi attacks on commercial 
vessels, the war in Sudan has intensified competition for influence in Africa among the 
Gulf countries. 

 ह                       ह                                  ह                            
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        ह ,  ह                                                                           औ  
              ह  ह   

 Ethiopia‟s drive for maritime access has heightened tensions in the Horn of Africa, even 
as external players, from the U.S. and China to Turkey and the Gulf monarchies, have 
expanded their military, diplomatic and economic presence along the Red Sea. 

                                                                                     ह           

                   ,    ,                            ह    ह                                    
            ,                    उ                      ह   

 Historically, West Asia and the Horn of Africa were treated as separate strategic regions. 

   ह                       औ                          -                               
         

 The former was discussed within the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict, Iran-Gulf rivalry 
and oil politics, while the latter was associated with civil wars, piracy and humanitarian 
crises. 

 ह                         -            ,     -                                                
ह      ,                           ,             औ                                      

 Geography linked the two regions, but policy rarely did. 

                                        ,                              ह                
 This distinction is now rapidly fading away. 

    ह                    ह        ह  ह   
 The Red Sea has emerged as the essential link connecting West Asia to the Horn of Africa, 

changing what was previously viewed as a maritime route into an area of intersecting 
conflicts, rivalry and rising geopolitical tensions. 

                        औ                                      ह    ण                     ह , 
       ह                                                            ,             औ         -
                                  ह   

 Conflicts in Gaza and Sudan, attacks on shipping off Yemen, internal tensions in Ethiopia 
and rivalries among the Gulf states are no longer separate conflicts. 

     औ                ,                                  ह   ,                          

                                            -           ह    ह    ह   
 Gradually, they are all becoming intertwined with each other within the same narrow stretch of 

water. 

    -               ह                                 ह         -                   ह  ह   
 

Single strategic system 

                    
 The emergence of such an interconnected security environment represents one of the 

major yet least recognised geopolitical developments in recent times. 

                                            ह                   ह    ण ,                ह     
                               ह   

 International relations theorists describe such regions as a “regional security complex,” 
or a space where the security of one country becomes inseparable from that of its 
neighbours. 

                                            “                  (Regional Security Complex)” 

 ह   ह ,                 ह                                                       ह       ह   
 Gradually, the Red Sea is becoming such a regional security complex, as the conflicts of 

Gaza, Yemen and Sudan, Ethiopia‟s maritime ambitions and Gulf rivalries are no longer 
separate developments but mutually reinforcing elements of a single strategic system. 

    -              (Red Sea)     ह                                ह  ह ,           ,     औ  
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              ,                                ,                                     -    

        ह    ह    ह ,                                                               ह   
 This transformation did not occur overnight. 

 ह                ह   ह    
 For centuries, the Red Sea has been a vital route for trade, pilgrimage and imperial 

expansion, linking Europe and Asia through the Suez Canal and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. 

                        ,          औ                           ह    ण        ह  ह ,         

    औ     -  -                                 औ                 ह   
 It connected the Mediterranean with the Indian Ocean and shaped the fortunes of empires 

ranging from the Ottomans to the British. 

                                                                                      

                 औ                         
 During the Cold War, it also became an arena of superpower rivalry, as the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union competed for influence among states on both shores. 

                   ह                                    ,  ह                       औ  
                                                                         ह      

 This sea stretches for about 2,200 km from the Suez Canal to the Bab el-Mandeb, 
connecting the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, and it is bordered by eight countries. 

 ह                     -  -              2,200                  ह   ह ,                  
                      ह                                   ह   

 Its geography accounts for why any political issues that occur on either of its shores never 
tend to be restricted. 

                         ण                          ह                              

                     ह    ह    
 Any disturbance in the passage through the Bab el-Mandeb could have an impact on 

commerce between Europe and Asia within days. 

   -  -                                            ह                औ               

                         ह   
 Yet, for the better part of the post-Cold War period, the Red Sea was perceived primarily 

through an economic angle. 

                                                                        ण              
 While events such as the Somali piracy attacks in the late 2000s generated some 

international interest in the area, the sea itself was not seen as a geopolitical arena in its 

own right. 

      2000           उ         ह                                                          

                ,                                                          ह             
 West Asia and the Horn of Africa were areas of separate diplomatic and security 

considerations. 

            औ                       -             औ              ण                   
 However, the importance of the region goes far beyond the borders of the countries 

surrounding it. 

                 ह                                      ह              ह   
 The Red Sea is an incredibly vital waterway through which a great volume of world trade 

flows, including the container shipping industry, and one of the busiest maritime routes in 

the world. 

                   ह    ण         ह ,                                          ,       
              उ              ह ,         ह    ह    ह                                       ह   

 It is essential for India‟s commerce as it provides access to Europe, North Africa and the 
eastern Mediterranean, while carrying much of its energy supplies and cargo. 
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 ह                              ह    ण  ह ,                          , उ          औ       
              ह         ह    ह                                  औ                          
   ह    ह   

 But looking at the Red Sea from only the perspective of shipping overlooks the broader 
geopolitical shift that is taking place. 

                                             ण           ह   ह   ह                           

              ह     
 It is now at the core of a much larger security arc, where land conflicts determine the 

maritime conditions. 

    ह                   (Security Arc)                ह ,  ह                                
               ह   

 The Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the narrow choke point linking the Red Sea with the Gulf of 
Aden, illustrates this interdependence. 

                                          ण     -  -              ,        ह    ण      

      ह ,                                       ह   
 Any actor able to disrupt movement across it has the potential to influence trade between 

Asia, Africa, and Europe, thereby giving regional conflicts a wider impact than just on the 

local battlegrounds. 

                                                ह   ,  ह      ,       औ               

                         ह ,                                               ह              

ह       ह   
 This is the very reason why the Red Sea differs from most other regions of geopolitical 

tension. 

 ह     ण ह                                                            ह   
 It is more than just a boundary separating two land masses; it is the intersection point of 

military positioning, business dealings and diplomatic rivalries that make the region 
pivotal for both regional security as well as international trade. 

 ह           -                            ह   ह ,                 ,                     औ  
                               ह ,                                         —            

       ह    ण        ह   
 In order to comprehend this new arc of geopolitical instability, it is necessary to go beyond 

individual conflicts. 

                                                         -                          

 ह   ह   
 The significance of the Red Sea region does not arise from these individual crises alone but 

rather from their interconnectedness. 

                 ह                               ण  ह  ,                          

(Interconnectedness)       ण       ह    ह   
 The most obvious example of the changing nature of the Red Sea as a strategic space is 

the conflict in Gaza. 

                                                              ह ण               ह   
 What started as a conflict between Israel and Hamas gradually expanded from the 

Levantine region to involve other parties in order to show that the security situation in one 
part of the Red Sea increasingly influences the situation on the other shore. 

                 औ                    ह     ,  ह     -                                       

               ह      ह                      ह                                             
           ह              ह  ह   
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 The Houthis in Yemen, who refer to themselves as members of the “Iranian Axis of 
Resistance”, justified their attacks on commercial ships in the Red Sea as solidarity with 
the Palestinians and pressure on Israel and its allies in the West. 

            ,            "                 "               ह ,                               
        ह                                             औ                               

                             ह      
 Even though many of the attacked ships were not connected with Israel at all, the attacks 

made one of the busiest sea trade routes into a theatre of war. 

       ह                                                    ह     ,           ह               
                                                              

 Companies started to redirect their ships, which eventually raised the price of transporting 
goods, insurance and travel time, whereas the U.S. and some European countries sent 
naval forces to escort commercial traffic in the Red Sea. 

                                               ,          ण                     ह     
    ,                                   ह                       औ                          

                                                             
 But Yemen is only a small part of a much bigger chain of instability. 

                                                               ह   
 In Africa, the civil war in Sudan has emphasised the importance of the western littoral for 

strategic purposes. 

                                                                  ह      औ                

     ह   
 Following the outbreak of the civil war between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the 

Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in 2023, the conflict has developed into a battleground of 
regional rivalry. 

 2023                   (SAF) औ                    (RSF)                    ह            ह 

                                              ह   
 On one hand, Egypt has sided with the SAF, while on the other hand, the UAE has rejected 

claims regarding its backing of the RSF. 

                                  ह ,                                 (    )    
                                              ह   

 In addition to that, Saudi Arabia has been trying to mediate the dispute and Russia still aims 
to achieve its long-held ambition of establishing a naval base on Sudan‟s Red Sea 
coastline. 

             ,                                          ह  ह  औ                        

                                                       ह                        ह   ह   
 In addition to the resulting humanitarian crisis, the civil war in Sudan has emphasised that 

ports, logistics, and coastal access have emerged as crucial strategic assets for 

contemporary wars. 

                             ,                      ह              ह            ,           

                                          ह    ण                                ह   

Broader implications 
               

 The example of Ethiopia brings out another element of this geopolitical shift. 

                ह ण      -                            ह    ण   ह                 ह   
 Despite the fact that Ethiopia lost direct access to the Red Sea when Eritrea gained 

independence, the country‟s economy heavily relies on maritime access through other 

countries. 
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                                                                    ह         ,        
                                                                ह   

 This has made Ethiopia‟s search for better maritime access very important in terms of 
regional diplomacy, bringing into the picture the issue of connectivity and access in 
relation to geopolitics in the Horn of Africa region. 

      ण                    ह                                                      ह    ण  ह  
   ह ,                              -                 (          ) औ                    ह      
ह   

 Right in the middle of all this are the Gulf states. 

                                       ह   
 In the past decade, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar have increased their political, economic, 

and military relationships with the Horn of Africa region, because they understand that the 
stability of the African shore directly affects their security interests. 

                        ,                   (    ) औ                                  

             ,       औ                            ह ,                ह                 
                                           ह   

 Such a trend is connected to the general change in the strategic approaches of the Gulf 
states. 

 ह                                                               ह   ह   
 First, the situation in Yemen has shown how vulnerable the Red Sea is. 

 ह  ,                  ह               ह                              औ          ह   
 Second, economic diversification has made ports and corridors strategic resources for 

these countries. 

     ,                             औ                             ह    ण                 

         ह   
 Third, issues connected to food security have led to investments in the agricultural sector 

and infrastructure of Africa. 

     ,                                                                                   ह   
 Today, the competition between countries is not determined by traditional military alliances 

but by ports, logistic systems, infrastructure projects and business connections. 

                                 ण                                ह  ,              , 
                ,                                               ह   ह  ह   

 Increasingly, geopolitical rivalry is pursued not just through military coalitions, but also 
through ports, logistics systems, infrastructure projects and business relationships. 

     -                                                   ह   ह  ,              ,          

       ,                                                                      ह  ह   
 Economic connectivity has been made into a tool of strategic leverage. 

            (                   )                                       ह    ण          
             ह   

 The Red Sea is no longer a barrier but rather a transmission channel of instability. 

                                   ह  ,                                      ह   
 Conflicts in Gaza affect Yemen. 

                                 ह   
 Insecurity in Yemen affects international shipping routes. 

                                                          ह   
 The Sudanese civil war increases competition on Africa‟s coasts. 

                                                         ह   
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 Ethiopia‟s and the Gulf States‟ strategies bring all of these into one geopolitical 
framework. 

                            ण                                   -                           
ह   

 Apparently independent crises are becoming more interconnected, making the Red Sea one 
of the most important strategic theatres in the world. 

         ह              ह      ,         -               ह                ह  ह ,                
              ह    ण                               ह   
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 International sanctions were imposed on India after its peaceful nuclear test of 1974. 

1974                             ण                                                         
 The India-United States civil nuclear deal, which was signed in 2008, ended the restrictions 

on the import of uranium and of nuclear power plants, with some critical exceptions. 

2008    ह            –                                                 ह    ण            
                                                                               

 The free import of natural uranium has enabled India to grow its nuclear programme. 

                                                                                         
 Negotiations with major western nuclear power plant suppliers were started but had to be 

given up as their plants were far too expensive. 

                                                                     ,                         

 ह    ह          ण   ह       ह                 

Homegrown nuclear advantage 

                          

 Sanctions forced India to innovate. 

                                                  
 Every part going into India‟s nuclear plants was designed, developed, tested, and 

manufactured in India in patient partnerships between the Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) and Indian firms. 

                                                        ,      ,     ण औ       ण        
          (AEC)                                      ह                        ह       
     

 The unit size of India‟s nuclear power plants went up from 200 MW to 500 MW. 

                                        200                 500         ह      
 Now, 700 MW units have been developed. 

   700                                                ह   
 Four units are under construction and another 10 are being developed. 

                   ण           ह          10                       ह  ह   
 India now makes the cheapest nuclear power plants in the world, costing approximately 

$1,700 per kW. 

                                                               ह ,                 1,700 

                         ह   
 The South Korean plants cost more, around $2,200 per kW, the French over $5,500 per 

kW, and the U.S. $15,000 per kW. 

                                   2,200                         ,                   5,500 

                                                                           15,000         
                 ह   

 Therefore, India has the potential to become a major exporter of nuclear power plants. 

       ,                                                         ह   
 With such a clear cost advantage and self-reliance, reports of plans to import nuclear 

power plants and technology indicate insufficient awareness of India‟s own capabilities and 

price competitiveness. 

                   औ                                                                   
                                    औ                                               
       ह   
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 The size of India‟s potential market for nuclear energy is so large that it would be rational for 

international suppliers to do whatever it takes to get a substantial share of this market. 

                                                    ह                                       

          ह    ण   ह                  ह    ह                          ह     
 But would that be the optimum choice for India if costs are much higher or if it creates a new 

stream of technological vulnerability? 

                ह        ह                                                ह ,         ह 

                        ह   ? 

 At this time, India has further strengthened its leadership in technology as its 500 MW 
commercial fast breeder reactor is getting commissioned after overcoming many difficult 

challenges. 

                                                                       500         

                                                                            औ            

     ह   
 Today, India makes Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs), which use natural 

uranium as fuel. 

                                  (PHWR)         ण      ह ,                               

                         ह   
 The Light Water Reactors (LWRs) use enriched uranium as fuel and are based on 

uranium enrichment technology which is more widely used in the world. 

                 (LWR)                                             ह  औ                  

                    ह ,                                  ह    ह   
 India should try and develop its own LWRs, specially as the Nuclear Suppliers Group 

(NSG) waiver permanently prohibits the transfer of enrichment and reprocessing 
technology to India. 

                                      (LWR)                             ह ,         
                                 (NSG)                                               

                     ह      ण                 ह   
 This should not be beyond India‟s capabilities, given sufficient resources and a dedicated 

programme. 

                                            ह                            ह   ह       ह   

Scaling up, staying self-reliant 

                                

 The government has decided that by 2047, India will develop 100 GW of nuclear power 
capacity. 

           ण        ह     2047         100                                           
 To achieve this, the sector has been opened up to new entrants from both the public and 

private sectors through enabling legislation that is well-crafted and investor-friendly. 

                                               -                                    
                                                          ह   

 The price of nuclear power in India is now competitive vis-à-vis thermal power. 

                                                              ह     ह   
 The use of the proven, cost-competitive domestic technology by new entrants would be 

the ideal cost-effective way to scale up. 

                       ण  औ      -                                                 
    -           ह     
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 A large programme has scale effects resulting in lower production costs. 

                                                  ह ,       उ              ह    ह   
 Further, new entrants could potentially reduce project execution costs and time. 

            ,                                  औ                                  
     ह   

 Bringing in technology streams and equipment which will give India far more expensive 
electricity should not merit serious consideration. 

                औ  उ                                     ह                ह ,            
                 ह            

 To meet the enormous dedicated power demands of artificial intelligence data centres, 
small modular reactors (SMRs) are being considered as a solution in the West. 

                                                                                          
               (      )                                ह  ह   

 However, the designs remain under development, with commercial deployment yet to 

begin. 

ह      ,                           ह  औ                 उ                ह   ह   ह   
 The AEC has offered its technology for 200 MW nuclear plants to new entrants. 

                            200                                                        
         ह   

 Smaller unit sizes to suit emerging market needs can also be developed domestically in 
partnership between the AEC and Indian firms. 

      ह                                                         औ                    
                                          ह   

 The market for SMRs in India would be a bilateral contractual matter between the generator 
and buyer. 

                        उ      औ                                               ह     
 From a regulatory perspective, there would be merit in taking the view that a foreign-

designed SMR plant should have operated satisfactorily for a few years before being 
deployed in India. 

                  ह      ह                                                              

         ह    ह                               ह       ह   
 There would be little justification for an untested SMR being developed elsewhere being first 

deployed, experimentally, in India. 

                       औ                          ह                                 

                औ      ह   ह     

Ambition needs caution 

                                      

 Given the critical importance of ensuring the safety of nuclear power plants, it would be 
prudent that new players establish themselves before scaling up. 

                                                     ह            ह    ह        ण  ह          

                                      ह                       
 India‟s record on safety in its nuclear plants has been exemplary till now. 

                                                            ह  ह   
 This must be preserved going forward. 

                                          ह   
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 This will be a major challenge amid rapid expansion and the entry of new players, given the 
prevailing industrial culture in India, where accidents at construction sites and operating 
industrial plants continue to occur. 

        ह   ह         औ                               ह               ह   ,               
       औ                              औ          औ                                 ह    
 ह   ह   

 A single nuclear mishap could trigger a strong public backlash, similar to the one 
experienced by the West after Chernobyl (1986), which led to nuclear power development 

coming to a virtual standstill in many western countries. 

                             -                     ह ,                 (1986)                

               ह     ,          ण                                              ह       
 It would, therefore, be prudent for new entrants to initially develop only a few plants and 

establish the rigorous internal safety culture required for nuclear facilities, subject to 
continuous external auditing. 

     ह      ह                                                                            
                                              ,                     -              ह   

 Scaling up can thereafter take place gradually, without needlessly risking safety. 

                                                                            ह   
 The goal of achieving 100 GW of capacity by 2047 could be achieved safely while also 

strengthening self-reliance within India and enabling the country to become a globally 

competitive player. 

2047    100                                            ह                  ह ,     ह  
                                ह                                                   ह   
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14J7. Can biogas aid India‟s energy security? 

                                                               ? 

 Tensions in West Asia continue to keep global energy markets on edge. 

                                                                                 ह   ह   
 India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil needs, much of it from West Asia, and supplies 

faced disruptions due to the Israel-U.S.-Iran war. 

                                      85%           ह ,                         

             ह , औ        -       -                ण                   ह    
 While the government has diversified its crude oil suppliers, around 90% of India‟s LPG 

imports still transit through the Strait of Hormuz, making any instability in the region a 
potential risk to India‟s energy security. 

                                                       ह ,                               
     90%                    ह           ह ,                                         
                                                ह   

 Over the years, India has pushed several initiatives to promote alternate fuels like 
compressed biogas to reduce dependence on imported fuel, tackle agricultural waste and 
support rural incomes. 

                                                      ,                                

                                                                                  ह       ह    
      ह      ह   

 But despite ambitious targets and policy support, progress has remained limited. 

       ह              औ                                     ह  ह   
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The search for an alternative fuel 

                   

 Biogas is a mixture of methane, CO₂ and small quantities of other gases produced by 
anaerobic digestion of organic matter. 

             ,                 (CO₂)                                ण ह ,                  
                          ह    ह   

 It can be processed and compressed to get Compressed Biogas (CBG). 

            औ                               (CBG)                 ह   
 It is chemically identical to CNG; renewable, carbon-neutral and can be produced from 

waste. 

 ह                               ह    ह ,         ,      -     ह    ह                
                  ह   

 It can be used directly to produce electricity, heating or as an energy source for cooking. 

                      उ     ,                                                            
ह   

 India has also been trying to blend biogas into its gas supply for at least a decade. 

                                                           ण             ह  ह   
 The push gathered pace in 2018, when the Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable 

Transportation (SATAT) initiative was launched with a target of establishing 5,000 plants by 
2023. 

           2018            ,                                                 (SATAT) 

 ह           ,           2023    5,000                           
 Only 132 are completed as of June 3, 2026. 

3    , 2026         132       ह    ण  ह      ह   
 The Centre launched the GOBARdhan (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) 

scheme to increase CBG production. 

                    उ                          (Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources 

Dhan)                 
 Under this „waste to wealth‟ programme, the government offered grants of up to ₹50 lakh 

per district for community biogas plants. 

   „               ‟                                                                    ₹50 

                            
 ₹564 crore was earmarked for the purchase of biomass collection machinery, while ₹994 

crore was allocated to build pipelines connecting biogas plants directly to the gas grid. 

                                    ₹564                     ,                             
                 ह                  ण        ₹994                     

 However, progress on the ground has remained limited. 

ह      ,                          ह  ह   
 The lack of infrastructure, poor private investment, difficulties in accessing formal credit 

and high upfront cost of technologies have stalled progress. 

               ,                   , औ       ऋ                                         
                          ण            ह   ह   

 Financial support from the government can make biogas projects economically viable. 

                                                                           ह             
ह   

 Other incentives, like accelerated depreciation and tax holidays, would also help attract 
private players. 
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                                         ह                                            
 ह    ह     

Impact on cultivation patterns 

                   

 The development of biogas has been uneven across the world, with Europe, China and the 
United States accounting for 90% of global production. 

                                  ह  ह ,  ह        ,     औ                                   

               90%  ह         ह   
 Germany is one of the largest producers in Europe, along with France, Denmark and the 

U.K. 

     ,     ,                                                                               ह   
 The fillip for the sector came in 2000, when Germany introduced the Renewable Energy 

Sources Act to incentivise production. 

                    ह  2000        ,                                                       
            (Renewable Energy Sources Act)            

 Over the years, it introduced schemes to guarantee income to producers, gave bonuses to 
help operators increase their income and encouraged small-scale biogas plants. 

                                                                             ,            
              ह                                                     

 However, the country‟s push for biogas triggered a “corn mania”, with maize cultivation 

rising sharply because it was highly profitable for farmers. 

                                          “     उ     (           )”            ,          ण 

                          ह          ह                                   ह    
 Maize slowly started to replace other food crops. 

    -                                                          
 Over a decade later, the government was forced to step in and control this by introducing a 

cap on the use of maize in biogas plants. 

                                ह               औ                                     
                        

 This danger hits close to home. 

 ह                                    ह   
 The Economic Survey 2026 noted that maize cultivation in India has increased sharply, 

potentially affecting crop diversity and food security. 

            2026                   ह                                       ह   ह ,           

                              ह       ह   
 It noted that while the national maize yield increased from approximately 2.56 tonnes per 

hectare in FY16 to roughly 3.78 tonnes per hectare by FY25, the yields for soybeans, 
sunflower, rapeseed, peanuts and millets, among other crops, have either stagnated or 

declined. 

    ण          ,  ह               उ                2015-16         2.56                   
             2024-25         3.78                ह    ,  ह          ,         ,       , 

       ,           (      )                                      ह  ह             ह   
 While this trend could be attributed to technological advancements, ethanol pricing can be 

an important factor. 

                        ण             ह       ह ,                                  

 ह    ण       ह       ह   
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 The government fixes administered per-litre ethanol prices based on the feedstock used. 

                                                                            ह   
 The price for maize-based ethanol is higher, while the price for rice-based ethanol is lower. 

    -                                            ह ,          -                      

            ह    ह   
 The price for molasses-based ethanol is fixed between the two. 

     (       )-                                                      ह   
 Between FY22 and FY25, the administered price of maize-based ethanol grew at a 

compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 11.7%, making maize more lucrative for farmers. 

        2021-22            2024-25            -                                        

                (CAGR) 11.7%  ह ,                                               
 While maize‟s area under cultivation and production jumped between FY22 and FY25, 

pulses output declined, while oilseeds and other cereals registered only modest growth. 

        2021-22            2024-25                         औ  उ                        ह  , 

                                      औ                                           
 India imports large quantities of pulses and edible oils to meet demand. 

                                                          औ                         ह   
 Yet, instead of focusing on increasing production, the government‟s policy might inadvertently 

disincentivise farmers from cultivating them. 

      ,                                        ,                                           
           ह      ह          ह   

 Over time, this could increase India‟s dependence on imports and expose domestic food 
prices to greater volatility during supply shocks. 

                                                ह                                        
                                  ह   

 Denmark, which is targeting to use only biomethane in its gas system by 2030, offers a 

solution. 

       ,       2030              ण                                                    ह , 
                             ह   

 The government discouraged the use of crops as feedstock, and the primary source is 
livestock manure and agricultural waste. 

 ह                                                      ह      ह                         
औ                                 

Government‟s action plan 

                   

 In 2023, the National Biofuels Coordination Committee approved a mandatory blending 
obligation. 

2023                                                      (Blending Obligation)    
                 

 Gas distributors have been mandated to blend CBG into their supply from FY26. 

                      2025-26                                   (CBG)       ण              
         ह   

 It would start at 1% and rise to 5% by FY29. 

 ह    ण 1%          ह    औ          2028-29         5% ह         
 In her Budget speech in February 2024, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the 

phased blending of CBG in CNG for transport and Piped Natural Gas (PNG) for domestic 
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purposes “will be mandated.” 

      2024                ण                                      ह         ह         

       (CNG)                                         (PNG)           (CBG)      ण    

   ण “                   ” 
 To meet these targets, the government is ramping up the establishment of plants. 

                                                                  ह  ह   
 The question is whether the government can replicate India‟s ethanol blending programme 

with CBG. 

          ह ह                                                            (CBG)           
     ह          

 In 2014, just 1.5% of petrol was blended with ethanol. 

2014                  1.5%              ण               
 By December 2025, it had hit 20%, five years ahead of the original 2030 target. 

       2025     ह             20% ह     ,        2030                                   
     

 

 

14J7. What is the India-Australia uranium supplies agreement? 

    –                                      ? 

 During Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s visit to Australia last week, India and Australia 
“finalised the administrative arrangements” required to enable export of uranium from 

Australia to India. 

          ह                                                   औ                          
                                        ह                              “        ”       

 These exports will be “exclusively for peaceful purposes and under International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) watch” under the Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement, 
2015. 

                  –                        , 2015           “               उ              

                                 (IAEA)              ”             

What does the latest development mean? 

                           ? 
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 The finalisation of the “administrative arrangements” means that private Australian mining 
entities involved in uranium extraction will be able to conclude commercial contracts with 
Indian private sector companies and joint ventures. 

“                ”                             ह                                          
                                                           उ               ण            

          
 The participation of private Indian entities in uranium exports from Australia adds a new 

chapter to India‟s energy journey, which was recently boosted by the SHANTI Act passed 
in December 2025, opening the nuclear sector to private players. 

                                                                                         
            ह ,             2025                        (SHANTI Act)       औ          , 
                                                   

 The timing of the announcement is significant, as it has come at a time when India‟s energy 
sector is under severe stress due to the U.S.-Israel attack on Iran. 

      ण          ह    ण  ह ,        ह            ह   ह                    –               
      ण                                          ह  ह   

 India is being forced to diversify and explore options to cope with short-term requirements by 
buying hydrocarbons from Russia, the United States, and Venezuela, while also planning 

for the future. 

                                                       ,                     औ  
                                                    ण          ह  ह ,     ह                 
             ह  ह   

 The arrangements with Australia for uranium export are expected to help India meet its 

energy requirements in the future. 

                                                                                            
    ह                    ह   

Why is this significant? 

                  ? 

 Australia holds more than a quarter of the global uranium reserves and has traditionally 
maintained a strict policy regarding the supply or export of uranium to non-NPT member 
countries. 

                                                -               ह    ह  औ                   

                     (NPT)       -                                                           
           ह   

 According to the World Nuclear Association, the countries that have received Australia‟s 
uranium include the United States, Japan, South Korea, France, Sweden, Belgium, 
Finland, the United Kingdom, and Germany. 

                                ,                                                         

       ,      ,            ,     ,      ,        ,       ,                                 

ह   
 India is among the non-signatories, which are countries that chose not to sign the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

           -                         ह     ह                      (NPT)    ह       ह       

ह   
 Australia has been exporting uranium to countries with which it has “bilateral safeguards 

agreements”, as it maintains that support for nuclear non-proliferation is among its 
“paramount” considerations. 
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                                               ह  ह                                      
(Bilateral Safeguards Agreements) ह ,        ह                                     

                          ह   
 The “administrative arrangements” can be interpreted as further firming up of “bilateral 

safeguards” that were part of the Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement 2015. 

“                ”            –                        , 2015            ह      
        “                     ”    औ                                       ह   

 India has an unblemished nuclear supply chain record and an ambitious nuclear energy 
programme. 

                                                ह  ह                                    

 ह         ह   
 Though it is not a signatory to the NPT, it signed a safeguards agreement with the IAEA in 

2008 after India and the United States signed the civil nuclear deal, which was presided 
over by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and President George W. Bush. 

           NPT    ह           ह   ह ,        2008         औ                             ह   

                                 IAEA                        (Safeguards Agreement) 

   ह         ,                                   औ                    .               
 Subsequently, the 48-member Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) made a major move by 

exempting India from the list of countries with which they are prohibited from engaging in 
nuclear-energy-related business, thereby opening the gates for nuclear-energy-related 
supplies to India. 

           48                             (NSG)        ह    ण    ण        ह              

                                                                               ,               
                                               

 This exemption has been the basis of several civil nuclear agreements that India has 

signed with partner countries. 

 ह                                                                                      
         ह   

What negotiations made this arrangement possible in 2026? 

    2026                                            -      ? 

 While Canberra and New Delhi have finalised the “administrative arrangements” now, 
negotiations between the two sides have been ongoing for nearly two decades. 

             औ                 "                "                     ह ,                 
                                   ह       

 On November 12, 2009, during Prime Minister Kevin Rudd‟s visit to India, the two issues 

were addressed. 

12      , 2009                                                                         
 A joint statement issued during this visit said, “Mr. Rudd noted India‟s plans to meet its 

future energy requirements by exploring and developing all sources of energy, including 
nuclear, renewable and non-conventional resources.” 

                                       ह                                                  
                          ,                 -                        ह                        
        ण औ                                 

 Both sides recognised the benefits of enhancing bilateral commercial exchanges of 
renewable and non-renewable energy resources. 
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                            -                                    ण         -        
                              

 The two Prime Ministers also agreed that energy security concerns are best met by 
reconciling the long-term interests of both energy-producing and energy-consuming 
countries through a truly open and competitive energy market. 

                                 ह                                                         

              औ                                      उ               उ               
           ह                                      ह   

 Both sides also expressed their willingness to join efforts which promote a cooperative 
response to any global energy crisis. 

                                             ह                                            
        ह                             

 The same joint statement also mentioned mutual commitment to oppose nuclear weapons. 

                                                                                       
     

 These negotiations led to the Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement, which was 
signed in 2014 and came into force in 2015. 

                 ण               -                         ह  ,        2014    ह      
       औ     2015          ह    

 According to the World Nuclear Association, the “administrative arrangement” between 
India and Australia was „finalised and became operational‟ after the signing of the 
Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement of 2015, and at least 300 tonnes of 
uranium were exported to India since 2018. 

                (World Nuclear Association)          ,      औ                  "        

      " 2015            -                            ह      ह           "                 
औ         " ह    ,     2018            -  -   300                                    
    ह   

 But it is understood that uranium export was part of a „test drive‟ as there were lingering 
concerns about Indian entities receiving Australian uranium. 

       ह           ह                           "         "     ह      ,              

                                                                       ह        
 The latest announcement on the “administrative arrangements” and the emphasis on 

“exclusively peaceful purposes and under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguards” indicates that the „test run‟ has paved the way for bigger commercial 
deliveries. 

"                "              ण      "                      उ       औ             

                  (IAEA)                          "               ह             ह     

"         "                                                        ह   
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14J7. Trade deficit jumps fourfold in June on surging imports 

                                                          

 India‟s trade deficit grew over fourfold to $15.3 billion in June 2026 primarily due to high 
growth in merchandise imports, which were skewed by a spurt in the value of imports of 
crude oil, electronic and electrical goods, and gold, according to official data. 

                        ,     2026                                              15.3     

             ह                    ण                         ह ,            ,               
       उ                               ह                            

 Data released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on Monday showed India‟s 
overall exports, including both goods and services, grew 9.5% to $73.4 billion in June 
2026. 

                     उ                                      ,     2026                

      ,              औ                    ह , 9.5%      73.4                  ह       
 Total imports, on the other hand, grew nearly 27% to $88.8 billion. 

        ,               27%      88.8                  ह       
 “Looking at the data, you would see that merchandise imports in particular have grown by a 

significant amount and think that this is a matter of concern, but the fact is that these imports 
are being driven by just a few commodities such as petroleum products and crude oil, 
gold, and electronics,” Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said during a press 
briefing. 

                                               ह , "                                         
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                         उ                              ,                                   

               ,               उ     ,         ,                                            " 

 “Gold and oil have increased in value because of higher prices due to the prevailing 
geopolitical situation, and electronics imports are rising because of higher consumption 
within the economy and also inputs being used for manufacturing,” he added. 

  ह         ह , "         -                                               औ                  
  ,                                                                                    

                       " 

 Merchandise imports grew 31% to $70.8 billion as opposed to exports, which grew at a 
relatively slower 15.5% to $40.4 billion in June 2026. 

    2026              31%      70.8                  ह     ,                           

            15.5%      40.4                   ह   
 As a result, the merchandise trade deficit stood at $30.4 billion, about 59% higher than in 

June 2025. 

        ण                        30.4                   ह , 
       2025                  59%          

 On the services front, India‟s trade surplus shrank 
in June 2026 as imports outpaced exports. 

                2026                                      , 
                                    ह   

 Services exports grew 2.9% in June 2026 to $33 
billion, while imports grew 12.7% to $17.9 billion. 

    2026                2.9%      33                  ह  
   ,                12.7%      17.9                  ह  
     

 As a result, the services trade surplus fell 6.8% in 
June 2026 to $15.1 billion. 

        ण                              2026    6.8%      
15.1                   ह      

 “The widening of the June trade deficit is largely led 
by higher net imports of oil and electronics,” said Upasna 
Bhardwaj, Chief Economist, Kotak Mahindra Bank. 

                                 उ                  ह , "    

                                         औ                
                       " 

 

14J7. Higher Russian oil imports are a 

deliberate strategy, says the government. 

                                          , 
              

 The Indian government‟s decision to import more oil 
from Russia is part of a longer strategy it deployed following 
the start of the West Asia crisis and was part of a broader 
strategy to diversify sources of oil, the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas said in response to an editorial by The 
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Hindu. 

                                            ण                                    

                    ण         ह    ह       ह                                              
    ह    ह                                           ह                              ह   

 The Hindu had on July 9 reported Russia‟s share in India‟s oil imports had risen to more than 
40% in May 2026. 

   ह       9                                               2026                              
 ह        40%         ह         

 The editorial, „Oil conundrum,‟ was published on July 13. 

„          ‟                     13                 ह       
 In its response, the Ministry further said Russia accounted for “more than half” of India‟s oil 

imports in June 2026. 

                           ह         2026                               ह        "       
    "     

 “The timeline the article omits is the one that matters: Hormuz effectively closed at the end of 
February 2026,” it said. 

           ह , "                          ह       ,  ह        ह    ण  ह         2026        

   ह                               ह         " 
 As a result of this, almost one-fifth of the world‟s oil and gas that passed through the Strait of 

Hormuz was shut, with the exposure for India being even sharper as roughly 45-50% of crude 
oil imports were transiting that single waterway, it said. 

                ,         ण       ह                  ह                               -

           औ                      ह                   ह      औ               ,            
     45-50%                                       ह        

 “So, if the corridor is shut, who exactly is India supposed to buy from,” the Ministry said. 

           ह , "     ह          ह     ,                             ?" 

 “Within weeks, non-Hormuz crude sourcing was raised from 55% to 70% of imports.” 

"    ह      ह     ह                ह                          ह            55%          70% 

            " 
 By June, Russian supplies rose further to about 2.6 million barrels per day or “more than half” 

of that month‟s overall imports. 

                                     26                 ह    ,        ह                

   "           "     
 “The May figure The Hindu cites is not a stand-alone data point; it is one frame inside a 

sequence that was deliberately engineered, month by month, as the Strait remained shut,” the 
Ministry said. 

           ह , "   ह                                   -           ह   ह ,       ह          
    ह    ह                     ह             ह   -  - ह                                 
    " 

 India‟s diplomatic outreach to Qatar, UAE and Saudi Arabia enabled it to secure alternative 
crude and LPG volumes and crude sourcing widened from 27 countries a decade ago to 41 
plus countries by 2026, the government said. 

          ह                ,                   (    ) औ                            ह     
   ण                  औ                            ह                               ह   
27              2026    41                        ह      
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Venezuelan oil import 

                      

 On sourcing Venezuelan oil, the government said the relationship had been presented in the 
editorial as a “new, risky bet”. 

                                            ह                             "    औ            
    "                         ह   

 “We have maintained intensive bilateral engagement with Venezuela initiated well before 

the crisis and sustained throughout,” it said. 

          ह , "                                                                             

        औ  उ                     " 

 “What The Hindu reads as sudden over-reliance is, on the record, a pre-existing channel 

simply activated at scale when the crisis demanded it — one of several such channels, not 
the only one.” 

          ह , "                                                     ,                           

            ,                                                                         

                         ,            " 
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14J7.  Why engineering 
evolution is a contest 

between cure and chaos 

                   
              उ     औ  
                            
   

 Gene drives are 
stretches of DNA engineered into 

the genome of an organism, say a 
mosquito. 

                 ,             , 
                                 

                     ह    ह   
 The stretches expand 

their presence in the population 
from generation to generation until 
eventually the inserted DNA is 

present in almost all the animals 
in that ecosystem. 

           -  -                
                            ह , 
                              
                              
                          ह  
     

 Suppose the DNA has the 

effect of making mosquito males 
sterile. 

              ह                
                               

     ह   
 Males that do not carry 

the gene drive can mate with 

females that do, but the progeny, 
both males and females, will carry 
the gene drive. 

                   ह   ह       ,    
                               ह  
        ह       ह ,            
     ,   ह     ह         ,          

    ह         
 This could, in principle, drive the population of mosquitoes to sterility or collapse. 

               ,                                                   ह   
 Proponents point to how this can greatly reduce, or even eliminate, disease-carrying vectors 

such as mosquitoes that transmit malaria or dengue. 
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           ह   ह                                                      -  ह                     
                       ह       ह    ण                          ह   

 Critics point to possible failure through the development of resistance, environmental 
concerns, and the potential for unanticipated biological consequences. 

                    ह          ण               ,       ण                              

   ण                                ह   
 If we are to form a considered opinion on this, it will be useful to understand the past, present, 

and likely future of gene drives. 

    ह                                 ह ,                    ,        औ                   
             ह     

 From viruses to whales, the stretches of DNA called genes share a common feature: the 

drive to replicate successfully and amplify in populations. 

                  ह     ,      ह                                           ह    ह —
                         औ                                  

 For genes, the organism is merely the vehicle to achieve this goal. 

                                                ह    ह   
 The reproductive success of the organism is essential to serve this purpose. 

                                                        ह    ह   
 A virus that infects a host, multiplies several thousand times, exits, and infects hundreds of 

other hosts is successful at this game. 

                                     ह , ह               ह ,   ह         ह  औ            

                     ह ,  ह                           ह   
 If it is so virulent or the host so weak that it kills the host before it can replicate and spread, it 

will have failed. 

     ह               ण      ह ,                      ह                   औ            ह   ह  
              ह     ,     ह                  

 An infection may weaken the host but that does not matter for the genes in the virus. 

    ण                       ह ,                                       ह    ह   ह     
 For example, a person with COVID-19 may suffer severe complications that render them 

incapacitated or even dead. 

   ह ण       ,      -19                                         ह       ह ,        ह     

ह                       ह       ह   
 The virus does not care: it has used its human host, amplified its genome, and gone on to 

propagate elsewhere. 

                           ह   ह   ;  ह                                                 ह  
औ                ह   

 But if the incapacitated person is of reproductive age, their genes may not be transmitted to 

progeny. 

           ह                       ह ,                           ह    ह            
 So while genes may be selfish, they are also selected against gluttony. 

                    ह       ह ,                                                   ह   
 Viruses are not gene drives in the strict sense yet they are useful illustrations of the selfish 

logic of genes — and of the many ways in which genetic material can use living hosts to 

amplify itself. 

                                   ह   ह ,                                                  
          ह ण            ह                                                              
     ह   
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 Smallpox, measles, mumps, and rubella are examples that can devastate human 
populations while viruses carried by whiteflies and the papaya ringspot virus affect 

agriculture. 

    ,     ,                        ह ण ह                                                
ह ,                         ह                    ण                                           

     ह   
 While SARS-CoV-2 adopted a „hit-replicate-run‟ strategy, many other viruses are more 

surreptitious. 

 ह   SARS-CoV-2    „        -            -       ‟  ण          ,  ह                   
                          ह   

 The human papillomavirus (HPV), for example, can integrate parts of its genome into ours 

while also replicating and being transmitted through sexual contact. 

   ह ण       ,                     (      )                           ह                  ह  

        ह          ह                     ह                                   ह       ह   
 Once integrated, viral elements can sometimes persist and amplify within cells. 

           ह  ह         ,     ण                -                          ह   ह  औ       
            ह   

 But unless such elements enter the sperm or egg, they usually face an evolutionary dead 
end. 

                        ण         ण           ह       ,                                     
                          ह   

 Viral, bacterial, fungal, and parasite infections are not the only way genes amplify 

themselves. 

          ,           ,                      ण ह                                       

        ह   ह   
 Our genome, and that of most organisms, is loaded with stretches of DNA called 

transposable elements (earlier called jumping genes). 

ह                                                             ह   ह     ह             

        (                    ह         )  ह       ह   
 These elements replicate and increase their number within genomes. 

                                        ह  औ                   ह   
 They are typically distributed in the regions between genes, using the host‟s machinery to 

amplify themselves without fatally disrupting survival. 

                                            ह                     ण                  ह        
               ह ,                                            

 Sometimes, these elements can land within genes and cause the host problems such as 
cancer, or land in regions that regulate a gene and confer a new function. 

   -                         ह                                      ह ,                  ह    

     ह                            ह  औ                            ह   
 Current estimates suggest about a quarter of human regulatory elements have signs of 

originating in transposable elements. 

                      ,                -                                              

   ह                   ह   
 These elements have become „domesticated‟ and repurposed to regulate host genes. 

       „        ‟ ह     ह  औ                                                            ह   
 The placenta, the immune system, and some brain functions all bear such signs. 

     (       ),           ,                                                      ह   
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 When naturally occurring elements use their hosts to amplify themselves, they can weaken 
their hosts as they use the hosts‟ resources. 

                                                                                 ह ,       
                               ह     ह                ह   

 But they cannot do this in an unbridled manner. 

                             ह            
 The host also fights back, developing powerful resistance, silencing, and immune systems. 

                    ह                     ,           , औ                         ह   
 Often, the invasive genes become beneficial residents whose sequences the host co-opts to 

develop new functions. 

        ,                                  ह ,                               

     ण                               ह   
 This evolutionary balance is important. 

 ह                         ह    ण  ह   
 Natural „drivers‟ are constrained by selection, host resistance, and the wider biological 

context in which they operate. 

        „     ‟            ,            ,                                       ह   ह  
                   ह   

 Engineered drives, if we build them, seek to harness the same logic — but for our ends and 
at our pace. 

    ह                                ह ,                                      ह   —
      ह             औ  ह                    

A profound insight 

                

 We know all this thanks to advances in molecular biology and genetic engineering. 

ह   ह                                              ह              ण       ह   
 A substantial part of our understanding of human biology comes from studies on organisms 

such as bacteria, yeasts, fruit flies, and mice. 

                         ह                               ,     ,                         
                              ह   ह   

 Germ-line transformation is a tool by which DNA from the same species or from other 

species can be inserted into an organism so that it can be transmitted from generation to 
generation. 

   -                          ह ,                                                    

                                ह ,       ह                                     ह       
 Scientists have deployed this ability in many organisms (excluding humans) to reveal the 

function of genes, transforming our understanding of biology. 

                                                                                       

     ह ,                       ह                        ह   
 Today, genetic systems based on transposable elements are also used in gene therapy 

vectors and in CAR T-cell therapy to treat cancers. 

                                                                                     
           CAR T-                                                    ह   

 In 2003, the evolutionary biologist Austin Burt published an important theoretical paper in 

which he suggested something that seems obvious in hindsight. 
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2003                                         ह    ण               -              ,       
  ह             ण                          औ                ह    ह   

 Most genes in animals and plants come in two copies, one on each of the two 
chromosomes. 

      औ                                           ह ,                                            

ह    ह   
 If a site-specific selfish element inserted on one chromosome also had a way to cut the 

matching sequence on the homologous chromosome and then copy itself into that cut site, 

it would transform the way the element was transmitted from generation to generation. 

                         -                                                           

                                  ह                                 ह ,     ह           
                                 ण                               

 That is, instead of being inherited by only half the progeny — as Mendel‟s rules would 
predict — it could bias inheritance in its favour and spread rapidly through a population. 

      ,                                                                   ,  ह             
                    ह  औ                                      ह   

 Burt proposed that such “super-Mendelian” inheritance could be used either to collapse 
populations by targeting essential or fertility-related genes or to alter populations, for 
example by making mosquitoes unable to transmit malaria parasites. 

                                  "    -        "                         -            
                                                                                  ह , 
   ह ण                                      ण                      

 Together with advances such as improvements to the CRISPR/Cas9 technology, synthetic 
gene drives have become practically feasible. 

CRISPR/Cas9              ह                                                   ह           

     ह      ह   
 When the drive‟s chromosome pairs with a non-drive chromosome, it can cut the 

corresponding sequence and copy itself across. 

                            -                          ह    ह ,     ह                        
                 ह                  ह   

 It is today possible to build, on the computer and in the laboratory, several kinds of gene 
drives: those that reduce or collapse populations of organisms and others that make the 
mosquito resistant to the malaria parasite, thus reducing disease burden without killing off 

mosquitoes. 

                                                 

                 ह                ह             
                               ह ,          

                                                ह , 
                    ह    ह ,                      

     

 
14J7. OpenAI launches Work agent in 

ChatGPT in India 

                               „   ‟      
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 San Francisco-based Artificial Intelligence (AI) research company OpenAI introduced 
ChatGPT Work, a new agent in ChatGPT, that can take action across apps and files, in 
India on Monday. 

                                 (AI)                       (OpenAI)                   

             (ChatGPT)                         (ChatGPT Work)                        

    ,               औ                        ह   
 The firm claimed that ChatGPT Work was designed to complete complex, multi-step tasks 

by working across various connected apps, files and workflows and stay with complex 

projects for hours. 

                                                   ह      ,       औ                      ह   

        -                                                                                  

         ह   
 The work feature is powered by the company‟s new GPT-5.6 model family which comprises 

Sol, Terra and Luna. 

 ह                        GPT-5.6                           ह ,       Sol, Terra औ  Luna 

      ह   
 According to OpenAI, ChatGPT Work can generate finished outputs such as documents, 

spreadsheets, presentations and web applications by using context from apps and files 

that users choose to connect with it. 

                ,                                                  औ                    
                  ,        ,                                         ण                 ह   

 The AI firm also redesigned its desktop application, bringing together Chat, Work and 
Codex all in a single interface. 

                                                            ह ,       Chat, Work औ  
Codex       ह                             ह   

 The update included plugin support for services such as Slack, Gmail, Google Drive, 
calendars and CRM platforms, along with Scheduled Tasks, an in-app browser, the 

company said. 

               ,             Slack, Gmail, Google Drive,       ,     CRM               
                         , Scheduled Tasks,          -     उ                     ह   

 OpenAI further said that the roll-out was starting globally and continue gradually towards full 

availability in a day. 

               ह                                  ण       -                   ह  ह  औ  
 ह                       ण                       
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14J7. Study finds efficient 
way to filter nuclear 

wastewater 

                          

                             
                

 In 2023, Japan began a 
decades-long and controversial 
process — it began releasing treated 
wastewater from the ruined 
Fukushima nuclear power plant into 
the Pacific Ocean. 

2023                               
                          ,       
                                   
                                   
                                   

 The water had been filtered to 
remove most heavy radioactive 
elements, yet one particular 
contaminant remained: tritium. 

                                     
   ह                            ,     
                              ह      

 Tritium is a radioactive 
isotope of hydrogen. 

      ,                         
         ह   

 When it bonds with oxygen, it 
forms tritiated water, or HTO. 

    ह                         ह ,                (HTO) 

        ण      ह   
 Because tritiated water is chemically almost identical to regular water, it is extremely difficult 

to separate the two. 

                                                        ह    ह ,                        
           ह    ह   

 For many decades, officials in the global nuclear industry have opted to dilute tritiated 
water, i.e. mixing it in large quantities of regular water. 

                         उ                                                            

                                  ह  ह   
 In absolute terms, the treated wastewater will make up only 0.000000000189% of the Pacific 

Ocean‟s volume even after all of it is released. 

  ण                  ,     ण                                         ह                      

             0.000000000189% ह  ह     
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 However, the effects of the tritiated water are expected to be more apparent in the waters 
flanked by South Korea and China. 

      ,                                 औ                                     ह             
ह   

 M.V. Ramana, professor at the University of British Columbia, had also told The Hindu in 
2023 that tritium is “easily absorbed by the bodies of living creatures” and “rapidly distributed 

… via blood”. 

                                       .  .         2023       ह        ह               “      

   ण                                  ह       ह ”     “                                          

     ह  ” 
 A new study published in Environmental Science & Technology may finally offer a way to 

efficiently clean tritiated water. 

Environmental Science & Technology                                               
                                                     ह   

 The research team, from across China, achieved this using a metal-organic framework, 
work on which won the Nobel Prize for Chemistry last year. 

                                       ह            -                                   , 
                                                                               

 The current most practical way to remove tritium from tritiated water is water distillation, 

i.e. boiling water and separating the components based on their slightly different boiling 
points. 

                                ह                 ह                   ह ,             
                             -                                     

 But the difference is so feeble that operators need a distillation tower hundreds of metres 

tall, which is expensive, uses large amounts of energy, and impractical for the millions of 
tonnes of water stored at Fukushima. 

       ह                ह                                                   ह    ह ,    
        ह   ,     - ह                     ह                          ह     ह   

 Current distillation towers use systems called packings — materials inside the tower that 

provide surfaces where steam and liquid can interact. 

                                  ण                         ह ,                       ह 

            ह   ह       औ                         
 Until now, these packings were passive: they just sat there and let gravity do the work. 

                          ;                ह      ह       औ           ण                        
 In the new study, the researchers made the packing material „active‟. 

                                         „    ‟           
 They coated a stainless-steel mesh with a metal-organic framework called NH2-MIL-

101(Cr). 

  ह           -             NH2-MIL-101(Cr)          -                           
 A metal-organic framework is like a microscopic sponge. 

    -                                   ह    ह   
 It has a very high surface area: the study found that adding NH2-MIL-101(Cr) increased the 

available area of the packing by 32-fold. 

                             ह    ह ;                      NH2-MIL-101(Cr)                 

               32              
 Second, the chromium-oxygen clusters inside the framework „grabbed‟ tritium atoms from 

the liquid and swapped them with regular hydrogen atoms, with nitrogen and hydrogen 

attachments also facilitating this swapping. 

     ,                              -                              ण       „   ‟      ह  
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औ    ह                     ण                ह ,               औ             ह           -
                   ह   

 The results were staggering. 

   ण                   ह   
 In laboratory tests, the team found that the modified packing achieved a separation efficiency 

of 42.5 theoretical plates per meter — a record-setting figure in the world of chemical 
engineering. 

             ण                                               42.5                    
      ण             ,                                                         ह   

 At an industrial height of 10 m, the new material would be 134-times more effective than the 

current best-reported material. 

10         औ                 ह                                                    134 

                ह     
 It is also one-million-times more effective than the standard commercial packings in the 

industry today. 

 ह                           ण                                               ह   
 “This strategy provides a new approach for improving the detritiation of tritiated water and 

reducing tritium releases to natural water bodies,” the researchers wrote in the paper. 

                                   “ ह  ण                      -                          
                                                                     ण           ह  ” 

 “More broadly, the results highlight the potential of programmable porous materials to 
address challenging isotope-contaminant separations and contribute to safer and more 
sustainable management of nuclear energy systems.” 

“           ,       ण                                                        ह ,       
                      -                                                 ह             
                            औ                                   ह  ” 
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14J7. Unsafe practices 

              

 Safety protocols should not be given short shrift in 
tourism and adventure. 

      औ                                              ह           
   ह   

 Survivor accounts of the Vietnam boat tragedy last week 

point to two clearly identifiable contributors. 

          ह            ह                                         ण 

           ण                   ह   
 As the weather turned rough and the speedboat took a 

sharp turn, it tilted to the left. 

     ह            ह   औ                         ,  ह            

    
 The passengers — all Indian tourists — sitting on the 

right fell to the left side. 

                                             
 Almost all the passenger weight shifted at once, the boat 

lost balance and turned turtle. 

                                               ह     ,       
                        औ   ह         

 As it capsized, the boat captain and guide escaped 

through the open front door. 

              ह             औ                                   ह  

         
 Others who found an opening also jumped out. 

                  ह                     ,               ह       

    
 Those who could not leave were trapped inside the 

capsized boat and took in water. 

         ह   ह           ,         ह                       औ       
              

 Rescuers pulled them ashore where first aid and 
resuscitation were attempted before they were moved to hospital. 

                ह                     उ                 

(         )             ,             ह          ह            
 All this took precious time and casualties mounted as a result. 

                   ह                ह   औ     ण                             
 Some 15 Indians are reported to have died while 17 survived. 

                ,      15                  ह    ,      17                  
 Four Vietnamese crew also survived. 

                                             
 The Indians on the speedboat at Phú Quốc were among more than 100 employees that a 

mobile company had taken to Vietnam on a corporate incentive tour. 

        (Phú Quốc)                              100                              ,    ह  
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 Industry data indicate that some three crore Indians visit foreign countries every year, with a 
significant proportion of them coming from non-metro cities. 

                        ,                                                ह ,                 
       -                     ह   

 Many of the survivors at Phú Quốc were from such cities. 

                                  ह   ह          
 South-East Asia has emerged as the preferred destination, with Thailand and Vietnam 

joining the traditional attractions of Singapore and Malaysia. 

    -                                          ह ,  ह          औ                          
                          ण                ह   

 Many of these new tourist spots are developing rapidly but, like India, have not fully 
strengthened safety-of-life practices. 

                                            ह   ह  ह ,                       ह           

    -                                ह       ह        ह   
 For instance, just as in India, pleasure boat operators may carry enough life jackets or 

distribute them but often do not insist that every passenger wears one. 

   ह ण       ,           ह                                                               

     ह ,             ह           ह                           ह    
 Life jackets keep people afloat with their heads above water if they end up in the sea. 

                                                                    ह   औ                   
                  ह          ह   

 In Phú Quốc, passengers were reportedly given life jackets, but it is not yet confirmed 

whether they were all made to wear them before departure. 

                                                      ह ,        ह            ह   ह   ह           

                        ह   ह                            ह    
 Another basic safety feature should be ensuring that passengers remain securely strapped to 

their seats so that they do not shift during rough weather or sharp manoeuvres. 

                          ह ह       ह                                                  , 

                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


